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Harwinton House Project Discontinued 

   Six years ago, a town committee was formed 

and charged with “dismantling, removing, 

rebuilding and restoring” a dwelling that was 

built in Harwinton in 1795.  In 1931 the house 

was moved from its original site to New Canaan 

where it served as a private home for the next 

eight decades and was nicknamed “Harwinton 

House.” 

   In 2011, Harwinton’s town historian received 

a call from the New Canaan Preservation 

Alliance informing him that “Harwinton House” 

was slated for demolition.  Because of that call, 

Harwinton’s historian and the first selectman at 

that time worked to save the house and move 

some of its components back to Harwinton.  The 

hope was that it could be reassembled.  With 

little time to spare, an agreement was reached 

with the owners and portions of the house were 

stored in two trailers and moved back to 

Harwinton where they have been ever since.  

   The intent was for the town to rebuild the 

house and lease it to the Historical Society for 

its headquarters and a museum.  A nine-member 

town committee of volunteers was formed with 

Town Historian Roger Plaskett serving as 

chairman.  An architect was hired and plans for 

the project were established. 

   It was acknowledged early on that funding 

was going to be one of the biggest obstacles.  

The Historical Society donated $25,000 toward 

the project and several individuals made 

additional donations – some directly to the town 

and others via the Historical Society. No one 

stepped forward to organize a major fund-

raising campaign.  Preservation grants were not 

obtainable without sufficient matching funds. 

   The Harwinton House Committee met 

regularly until July of 2015 when the group was 

informed that it would be suspended once the 

architectural phase was complete.  By April 

2017, after the architect had failed to deliver 

complete plans, the town and the architects 

severed their relationship.  The Harwinton 

House project was over. 

   Now the Historical Society is taking steps to 

offer to return funds to those who contributed 

money to the Society specifically for the 

Harwinton House project.  The town is expected 

to do the same with donations it received that 

were designated for Harwinton House – 

including the $25,000 initial investment from 

the Historical Society.  

   Although the results are disappointing for all 

involved, the Historical Society remains grateful 

for the financial commitments and volunteer 

endeavors that were made toward this project. 

- Bonnie Andrews, president

 

PLEASE NOTE:  Those who donated money to the Historical Society in 2012 specifically for the 

Harwinton House project will be notified and given the option of having that donation returned to them.  

If no response is received by a specified date, the donation will be redirected to the Harwinton Historical 

Society’s Building Fund.  
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OFFICERS – 2017 

President:  Bonnie Andrews 
Vice President: Nancy Schnyer 

Secretary:  Elaine Sederquist 
Treasurer:  Harry Schuh 

 
DIRECTORS 

Term Ends 2017 
Michael Orefice 

Candace Jones-Pacholski 
 

Term Ends 2018 
Carol Kearns 
David Ryan 

 
Term Ends 2019 

Bruce Burnett 
Shirley Gay 

 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 

Eleanor Woike 
 

CURATOR 
Bonnie Andrews 

 
BUILDING SUPERVISOR 

Dennis Andrews 
 

OTHERS  
(non-board positions) 

HISTORIAN 
Roger Plaskett 

 
AUDITOR 

Marilyn Mitchell 
 

LEGAL COUNSEL 
Patrick Wall 

 
Email: 

harwhistsoc@gmail.com 
 

Harwinton Historical Society 
PO Box 84 

Harwinton, CT 06791 
 

860-482-7978 
 

Bruce R. Mosher 
November 7, 1929 ~ October 19, 2017 

 

Long-time Historical Society member Bruce R. 

Mosher, 87, passed away Thursday, October 19, 

2017 at Valerie Manor, Torrington. He was the 

husband of Beverly (Remick) Mosher. 

Bruce was president of the Historical Society three 

times (1990-1993, 2003 and 2010-2011) and was a 

long-time member of the Board of Directors.  For 

many years he was responsible for the upkeep of the 

Society’s buildings including the First District One-

room Schoolhouse, the Barn Museum and three 

buildings at the Harwinton Fairgrounds: the Country 

Store, Blacksmith Shop and Shingle Mill. 

Bruce’s many talents included furniture making, 

refinishing and caning.  He restored many pieces of 

furniture that were then sold to benefit the Society. 

In addition to his contributions to the Historical 

Society, Bruce was active in many other civic 

organizations including the Harwinton 

Congregational Church, the Harwinton Agricultural 

Society, Boy Scouts and the Harwinton Lions Club. 

He received several awards in recognition of his 

service to the community. A Navy veteran, he retired 

after 38 years of work with Northeast Utilities where 

he was a manager. 

His wife, Beverly, is also a long-time member of the 

Historical Society and a former curator and member 

of the Board of Directors.  Both Bruce and Beverly 

are natives of New Hampshire. They moved to 

Harwinton in 1957 and eventually made their home 

on North Road. 
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2017 HARWINTON FAIR WAS A BIG SUCCESS  
Every cookie, apple, pie and pickle was sold along with most of the other items on sale  

    A new idea introduced at the Country Store this year was a rousing  

success.  New Society member Marti Lecko recommended trying a  

“Take A Chance” drawing based on something she has seen done at 

The Warner Theatre.  The drawing featured gift certificates from local area 

businesses.  Martha and Historical Society Vice President Nancy Schnyer 

solicited donations and nine businesses willingly participated.  Over 700 

tickets were sold during the fair. 

     The “Take a Chance” items were in addition to the more traditional sale 

of history-related books, knick-knacks, small furniture, antiques, knit 

hats, scarves, pottery and food including dozens of ginger cookies from the  

Thierry family, homemade fudge, pies, fancy cupcakes, sweet breads,  

cheese and dill pickles.  This year there were more than the usual apples 

available for those seeking a healthy treat. Jay Delay and Bud Motuzick 
generously donated the apples from their orchards. Pam Chambers of 
Tangledwood Pottery demonstrated her pottery-making skills the entire 
weekend. Business participants in “Take A Chance” and the winners are listed 
below. 
     The winners were selected by a random group of young people who happened to be in the Country 

Store at the time of the drawing on Sunday afternoon at 4. In the photo above Faith Black, an honor 

student at Regional 7 High School, volunteered to help in the Country Store.  Her  assistance was 

much appreciated. 

     Many thanks to all who contributed their time to work, donate, set up and clean up this year. 

The help of those who volunteered to assist millwright Brian Dunbar in the shingle mill was also 

most welcome as were the skills of Joe Manzini, blacksmith. 

 
“TAKE A CHANCE” DONATIONS AND WINNERS 

Edison Grill $25 gift certificate won by Martha Leifert of Torrington  

Harwinton Historical Society – three new memberships (good through 2018) won by Susan Baerny of 

Harwinton, Mary Lovallo of Torrington and Marsha Johnson of Terryville. 

Harwinton Pizza $25 gift certificate won by Jann Tanner of Warren 

Harwinton Pizza $25 gift certificate won by Joy Armbruster of Terryville 

Healing Trail bottle of fire cider tonic ($75 value) won by Nikki Malahan of Norfolk 

Hometown Pizza II $20 gift certificate won by Lisa Steeves of Winsted 

Kids Play Children's Museum tickets won by Susan Wright of Harwinton 

Liquor Lad $30 gift certificate won by Duane Black of New Hartford 

Tony's Package Store $25 gift certificate won by Mary English of Torrington 

Warner Theatre 4 tickets won by Kathy Claussen of Harwinton 

With their parents’ permission, the winning tickets were drawn by the following children: Laura 

Laperriere of Oakville, Jonah Crosby of Harwinton, Caleb Deardorff of Harwinton, Lily Deardorff of 

Harwinton, and Rosalie Deardorff of Harwinton 

Volunteer 
Faith Black 
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The Barn Corner 

THE SAMP MORTAR 
A tool for grinding dried corn into corn meal 

 

Located in a corner of the Historical Society’s barn 

museum (near the Hooper wagon) are two items 

labeled "mortar and pestle." Each mortar is made 

from a hollowed-out tree section, about 20 inches in 

diameter and 18 inches high. Laying inside of each of 

them is a rounded piece of wood, over 20 inches long.  

This is the “pestle,” which was tapered to fit into the 

hollowed-out tree bole (tree trunk). Both pestles on 

display have wooden handles protruding from the 

side.  

Ideally, the wood used to make this type of mortar 

and pestle was white oak (also often used for wine 

and whiskey barrels).  The tree would be cut to the 

desired length, stripped of its bark, and hollowed out 

by burning and scraping the inside with hot coals.  

Holes would be drilled to control the direction of the 

burn.  The goal was to make an up-side-down cone- 

The Barn Corner, Continued on page 5 

Free Program Nov. 5: 

“To Bomb or Not to Bomb” 

Although World War II began in 1939, 

the United States did not enter the 

conflict until December 7, 1941. Join Dr. 

Karl Valois of the University of 

Connecticut for a lively discussion on 

how President Franklin Roosevelt always 

felt that Germany-- not Japan-- would 

bring us into the war, how the Americans 

eventually defeated the Japanese in the 

Pacific, and the truth behind President 

Harry Truman's decision to drop atomic 

bombs to end the war. The program 

takes place November 5th from 2 to 4 

p.m. at the Harwinton Library, Bentley 

Drive off Route 118. 

 

Annual Appeal Doing Well 
The Historical Society’s Annual Appeal fund-

raising mailing began in September and has met 

with a great response.  To date, there have been 

100 responses.  Donations may be sent at any 

time to the Harwinton Historical Society, P.O. 

Box 84, Harwinton CT 06791.  

Help Needed 
Three volunteers are needed to serve on a 

nominating committee for the election of 

officers and board members for 2018.  The task 

takes a small amount of time and is generally 

not difficult.  If you are a member in good 

standing of the Historical Society, please 

consider volunteering for this task. Call 860-

482-7978 to sign up. 

A Bit of Trivia 
Question: There are no statewide elections in 

Connecticut this year.  Local elections will be 

held on the first Tuesday following the first 

Monday, which this year is November 7.  Polls 

will be open from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

 

What are the requirements for registering to 

vote in Connecticut? Answer on page 5. 

http://www.harwintonhistory.com/
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The Barn Corner ς The Samp Mortar and Pestle, continued from page 4 

shaped hole deep into the wood.  The bottom of the mortar would be rounded to fit the shape of the 

rounded end of the pestle.  

While the sets in the barn have handles attached to swing the pestle, some were used simply by 

holding them tightly with both hands and beating down into the dried corn (like a piston) in order to 

grind it.  Others were attached to a young slender sapling by a leather thong or rope, which works like 

a spring to raise up the pestle more easily.  

It would take up to half a day to grind a half bushel of corn into corn meal or “samp.” Some towns had 

a common samp mortar located on the town green.  The samp mortar was eventually replaced by 

grinding mills.  This did not result in free time, but allowed more time to do other necessary farm work. 

- Barn Corner articles are submitted by David Ryan 
 

A Bit of Trivia Answer (from page 4) 

Answer: To register to vote in Connecticut a person must be a U.S. citizen and a resident of 

Connecticut. A 17-year-old may register to vote if he or she will turn 18 on or before Election Day. A 

convicted felon may not vote while incarcerated or on parole, but voting rights will be automatically 

restored once that person is released from prison or parole. 

******************** 

 

Welcome HHS Members:  

Returning member George Beck of Harwinton 

Returning members Pam and Warren Chambers of New Hartford 

New members Andrea and James “Jay” Lafrance of Harwinton 

New Members from Take A Chance drawing at the Harwinton Fair: 

Susan Baerny of Harwinton 

Mary Lovallo of Torrington 

Marsha Johnson of East Plymouth 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Interested in becoming a member of the Harwinton Historical Society?  Send a check and $15 

membership fee to PO Box 84, Harwinton, CT 06791. Please include your name, address, phone number 

and email address. 

Name: _______________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________ 

Phone:  __________________________  Cell Phone: ___________________________ 

Email: _______________________________________________________________________ 
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AT  

THE 

FAIR  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Harwinton Fair is now open on Friday nights in addition to the traditional Saturday and Sunday on the 
first full weekend of October.  Special events are scheduled on Friday including a Doodle Bug contest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sue Ryan and Bob 
Lecko, right, wait for 
customers at the 
Country Store, which 
was also open on 
Friday night. 
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